LETTER

OF THE LAW

A PUBLIC SERVICE OF

000ooooan

I W W M

LI

100
L

HUOoodidiodion

0The constitutional amendment concerning
civil lawsuits against doctors and health care
providers, and other actions, authorizing the
legislature to determine limitations on non-
economic damages.0

It would immediately authorize the
Legislature to limit non-economic
damages assessed against a provider
of medical or health care and, after

January 1, 2005, to limit awards in all

other types of cases.

(Excerpt from editorial on H.B. 4 which was signed by Gov. Rick Perry June 11)
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By Ralph Nader

...These bills strip away the rights of children,
women, small businesses, workers, seniors and
nursing home residents in favor of insurance
companies, HMOs, chemical interests and
manufacturers. They take away every
Texands full day in court @ the last wall
of defense against fraud, negligence
and harm.

History will note that Texas
lawmakers responded to a big-
business crime wave (which
has cost consumers, workers
and investors billions of dollars
in stolen wealth) by tying the
hands of the only corporate-
accountability institution di-
rectly available to consumers
d civil courts.

In fashioning these immunity bills, the
Legislature has failed utterly to meet its
burden of proof to show the people that
Texas judges and Texas jurors are unwilling
or unable to resolve these disputes between
plaintiffs and defendants. Not to have such evidence
and still enact this cruel legalization is a cowardly act.
Future victims of medical malpractice, negligence, corporate fraud

and other marketplace abuses in Texas will be abruptly reminded of what this
Legislature did to victimize their rights to justice.

These vastly overreaching bills will slam ordinary Texas families to
benefit wealthy special interests that pumped millions of dollars into
Texas political coffers to promote these anti-consumer measures. The
Texas Legislature has taken its mandate to rollback excessive insurance
rates by rolling back citizen rights instead. The Legislature has ignored
its obligation to represent the interests of all Texas families and consumers
0 and not just the self-interests of the insurance industry and Texans for
Lawsuit Reform.

Any true oreform¢ of Texasd consumer rights would strengthen rather than
weaken these already modest protections and not make taxpayers partly pay
for the human casualties in order to let wrongdoers off the hook. Texans
deserve no less. Is it too late to expect the Legislature to reject this assault on
the people of Texas?

Or will it be up to the people of Texas, at the Sept. 13 referendum, to reject
the corporate amendments to the venerable Texas Constitution that are
designed to strip away the last protections of their ancestors?

Ralph Nader is a consumer advocate based in Washington, D.C. and founder
of Public Citizen, www.citizen.org. Reprinted by permission.






